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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Statement of intent

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is between the {name of GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY}) and the {name of National Seafarers’ Welfare Board} acting as the National Seafarers’ Welfare Board in accordance with ILO Maritime Labour Convention 2006 Regulation 4.4 (MLC, 2006) and Resolution VIII adopted by the International Labour Conference (ILC) at its 94th session supporting fishers under ILO C188 Work in Fishing Convention, in accordance with Resolution VI adopted by the ILC at its 96th session. 
This MOU sets out an agreed framework for co-operation between the parties. It is not legally binding nor is it intended to cover every detailed aspect of their relationships. Rather, it is a statement of principles which will guide relations between the parties and facilitate future working arrangements. This will assist in clarifying the various roles and responsibilities that the parties will have in respect of MLC, 2006 and C188. 
1.2 Objectives of the MOU

The agreements reached between the parties are intended to
· Ensure an integrated approach to the provision of welfare to seafarers and the most effective use of {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} and {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} resources and expertise in order to comply with seafarer welfare provisions of MLC, 2006 and C188 Work in Fishing Convention.

· Help promote collaboration at national, regional and local levels to ensure that effective procedures are in place and implemented with regard to promoting seafarers’ welfare within the {name of Country}. 
· Keep under review the adequacy of existing welfare facilities in appropriate ports, monitor the need for the provision of additional facilities and withdrawal of the use of under-utilised facilities.

· Promote awareness of each organisation’s role in the provision of welfare to seafarers and fishers to improve collaboration and communication where necessary.

· Help to ensure that no seafarer or fisher is left without welfare support in the context of the responsibilities of the {name of Country} Government as set out in ILO MLC, 2006 and C188
· Promote co-operation with other Member States of the ILO to promote the welfare of seafarers and fishers at sea and in port.

1.3 Outline

The principal aim of this MoU is to provide a practical guide for meeting the above objectives. It also:

· Summarises general guidance on working arrangements between the parties.

· Sets out the protocol for the exchange of information, joint advice, documentation, coordination of assistance provided to seafarers and any educational initiatives undertaken.

· Outlines methods of dealing with emergency procedures for providing assistance to seafarers in need of support.

1.4 Scope

This document is intended to be used by all those persons who are involved in providing and promoting welfare facilities for all seafarers and fishers visiting {name of Country}ports:   
· In particular, this MoU is designed to give guidance on the working arrangements at local levels on areas of mutual interest such as assisting abandoned seafarers.
· In addition, the arrangements at national level for monitoring the effectiveness of the MoU are included in Section 4.
2. GENERAL INFORMATION (Relevant Parties)

2.1 {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} RESPONSIBILITIES
2.1.1.a Statutory Responsibilities
The {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} is the {name of Country} Maritime Authority and the “competent authority” under the MLC, 2006 and has statutory responsibilities for all aspects of safety of shipping, working and living conditions together with the prevention of pollution arising from various international conventions (SOLAS, MARPOL, STCW, particularly MLC, 2006 and C188).

· MLC, 2006 and C188 are highlighted because they require the provision of decent living and working conditions for those working on ships including seafarers and fishers’ welfare.

· The {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} discharges its statutory responsibilities through a survey and inspection regime. Surveys and inspections are carried out on {name of Country} registered vessels operating commercially. 
· The {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} is a member of the Paris MoU and carries out port state control inspections on foreign vessels calling at {name of Country} ports.

· Under the powers of the {insert powers}, Marine Surveyors may issue:  Improvement Notices; Prohibition Notices; and where necessary detain ships, or initiate prosecutions.

· The {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} {list publications} These set standards and give guidance to the shipping industry on what is required in order to comply with {name of Country} shipping legislation.

In respect of abandoned seafarers, the {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} will ensure that such seafarers are:

· Repatriated in accordance with Part 6 of the Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention) (Minimum Requirements for Seafarers, etc.) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/1613) and Part 4 of the Merchant Shipping (Work in Fishing Convention) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/1106). Any costs incurred in repatriating seafarers will be recovered from the shipowner (or the flag State, in the case of a non-UK ship).

· The Regulations cited allow the {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} to reimburse the {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD}, or its Constituents organisations, for repatriating seafarers whether or not the {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} has requested them to do so. Such costs will be recovered from the shipowner (or the flag State, in the case of a non-{name country} ship).

2.1.1.b Non-statutory role

In respect of seafarers and fishers, the {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} will, as far as reasonably practicable, support them in gaining access to:

· Medical treatment and emergency dental care when required.

· Shore-based welfare facilities including local consulates as appropriate.

· The appropriate organisations in the UK for the resolution of any claims.

In respect of welfare facilities in ports and the provision of welfare services to ships, the {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} will represent the {name of country} international obligations within government/to other UK authorities in consultation with {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD}.

2.1.2 {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} Membership of {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Council

{GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} will nominate a senior member of staff as an observer on the {name of NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Council of Management, acting as the National Seafarers’ Welfare Board, in accordance with {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} articles (?) and selection rules. 
2.1.3 {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} Membership of {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Welfare Board aka Port Welfare Committees
{GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} will encourage and nominate a local representative to join each of the {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD}’s Port Welfare Committees (listed at Annex 4) when practicable. 
2.1.4 {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} Membership of {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Forums and Working Groups
{GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} will nominate an appropriate representative to {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Forums and Working Groups when practicable.

2.2 {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} RESPONSIBILITIES
2.2.1 Key Objectives of the {National Seafarers’ Welfare Board}, acting as the National Seafarers’ Welfare Board, are to:
· Manage and support Port Welfare Committees to develop effective local welfare services.

· Ensure that all welfare needs are met through the most effective deployment of resources.

· Facilitate the work of Constituent organisations through the provision of grants and specialist support services.

· Provide (or signpost to) a dedicated welfare support and referral service for seafarers and their dependants.

· Encourage and enable closer collaboration amongst both Constituent organisations and Welfare Boards/Port Welfare Committees.  

· Represent and raise awareness of seafarers’ welfare issues at national level.

· Assist {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} with the compilation of collective welfare data for reporting on ILO MLC, 2006 Regulation 4.4. and equivalent reporting for fishing vessels. 
2.2.2 {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} Membership of {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Council 

{NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} will invite the {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} to nominate a senior member of staff to be considered for appointment to its governing body. Both parties to this MoU understand that {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} governing body has the power to appoint or veto any nominated person. The {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} undertakes that the {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} nominee will not be unreasonably withheld.

2.2.3 {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} Membership of {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Port Welfare Committees
{NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} will invite {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} nominated members to all of its Ports Welfare Committees, taking into account that, under the Terms of Reference for its Welfare Boards/PWCs the {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} has absolute discretion on who is appointed as members of its Committees but will not unreasonably withhold any nomination. 
2.2.4 {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} Membership of {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Forums and Working Group
{NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} will invite {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} nominated members to appropriate Forums and Working Groups.

3. WORKING ARRANGEMENTS

3.1 Working Arrangements for Exchange of Information, Joint Advice and Training Initiatives

The organisations will, when deemed appropriate:

· exchange information about matters affecting seafarers’ and fishers’ welfare. 

· seek advice from one another

· consult with one another on training issues.

4.0 MANAGEMENT OF THE MOU

· The Annexes will be updated when changes occur.

· The MOU will be reviewed by the Officers named in Annex 1 annually (first review meeting in May 2022). The primary purpose of this review meeting is to monitor the effectiveness of the MoU and to identify any significant amendments required. If changes are required, the document will be presented for re-approval to the {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} Chief Executive and the {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} governing body. 
· Each party is free to withdraw from the MoU upon formal notice of three months to the other signatory. 
Signature 





Signature 
Chief Executive {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY}



Chairman, {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD}
ANNEX 1

CENTRAL POINTS OF CONTACT ON MOU ISSUES

The {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY}'s point of contact is:
xxxxxxx
The {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD}’s point of contact is:

xxxxxxx
ANNEX 2

RELATIONSHIP LINKS WITH OTHER BODIES (Non exhaustive)

1. {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY}
INTERNATIONAL BODIES:
· International Labour Organization (ILO)

Raising living and working standards throughout the world.

· International Maritime Organization (IMO)

Providing machinery for co-operation among governments on technical matters affecting international Merchant Shipping, with special responsibility for the safety and security of life at sea and to prevent pollution from ships.

· Other Maritime Authorities

Developing, promoting and enforcing high standards of marine safety.

GOVERNMENT 
· xxxxxxx

· xxxxxxx 
· xxxxxxx
NON-GOVERNMENT

· Chamber of Shipping? 

· Trade Unions??
· Classification Societies & other certifying bodies?
· xxxxxxx
2. {NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD}
INTERNATIONAL BODIES:

· xxxxxxx
· xxxxxxx

GOVERNMENT: 

· xxxxxxx
· xxxxxxx
NATIONAL BODIES (Charity umbrella organisations)
· xxxxxxx
· xxxxxxx
NGOs
· xxxxxxx
· xxxxxxx
OTHER ORGANISATIONS

· xxxxxxx
· xxxxxxx
ANNEX 3
{GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY} Marine Offices
ANNEX 4
{NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Port Welfare Committees/Welfare Boards
xxxxxxx
xxxxxxx

{NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Forum Appropriate to {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY}
xxxxxxx
{NATIONAL SEAFARERS’ WELFARE BOARD} Training Courses Appropriate to {GOVT. MARITIME AUTHORITY}
Ship Welfare Visitor

ISPS

Digital Applications

Port Visitor www.portvisitor.com (to be launched in 2021)
National Seafarers’ Welfare Board Logo





{Govt Dept Logo}
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